
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 

Minutes of Meeting November 26, 2019 
 

 
Members Present: Hope Davenport (Chair), Warren Smith, Yuki Lauber, Michael Bolek, Rick Volk, Michael Truax, Lisa 
Brown, Casey Mitchell, Helena Osubor 
 
Members Absent: Amy Wissel, Mary Blake, Paula Fogt 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 

I. Gather: 7:03 PM 
A. Opening Prayer - Warren 
B. Ice Breaker: What are you thankful for today? 

i. Members shared what they are thankful for in their lives. 
 

II. Business 
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from October 22, 2019. 

i. Minutes approved with no changes. 
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes. 

B. Book Study/Discussion - Review & Discussion of Part 2 in “Searching for and Maintaining Peace” pages 
46-82 

i. Problems in our lives can be a wakeup call for us from God. 
ii. Fear of messing up again can hold us back. Faults can be so magnified and hyper focused that it 

can keep us from moving forward. 
iii. Making decisions – When you are praying for the right decision and you get to the place where you 

are no longer hearing God, maybe you need to make the decision. 
iv. Humility and trust in God.  
v. We hear and talk a lot about love. Are we putting love into practice in our lives?  
vi. We must practice what we have been taught to have peace. 
vii. Book of James talks about being a practicing Christian, and the importance of prayer.  
viii. Peace – what does it really mean. Not the peace found on a tropical island, but the peace to be 

found in the middle of problems. 
ix. What in me has to change in order to be patient with other people? 
x. We need to stop pushing our idea of how other people should be. God may be leaving them the 

way they are for a reason and we need to stop worrying about changing them. 
xi. Page 74 - True humility and love of God. 
xii. God sometimes is testing and training us with our patience with other people. We are going 

through training by God. 
xiii. If the Lord has not transformed this person then I must have patience with that person. 
xiv. What are you able to do when you cannot abandon yourself to God? Abandon yourself to God 

anyway. 
 

III. Updates  
A. Fr. Riehle – Together We Grow Campaign update 

i. Fr. Riehle shared drawings and a detailed update on the Together We Grow building expansion. 
ii. The design phase is pretty much complete at this point and we are in the process of getting bids. 
iii. Fr. Riehle is hoping to have more detailed plans and drawings to share in January. 

B. Mary Ella 
i. Liturgical Wine  

1. Due to problems with our distributor Mary Ella is looking for a new distributor for wine. We 
must use a licensed distributor of sacramental wine. 

2. If we change distributor we will have to go with a different wine. 
3. Wine tasting  

a. WSC members sampled our current wine and a new wine. 
b. Members decided that the wines were similar and going to the new wine should 

not be a problem. 
ii. Reminder to WSC members about the advent assessments 

1. There will be lots of liturgical changes for Advent starting this weekend. The goal of all the 
preparation for Advent is the smooth flowing of the liturgy from beginning to end. 



iii. Feedback of preludes and announcements 
1. Mary Ella received a suggestion to have the lector announcements moved to before the 

musical prelude. 
2. WSC discussed and decided the order should stay the same with the prelude and then the 

announcements. There was concern that starting the announcements too early would 
mean that those coming in at the Mass start time would miss the announcements. 

iv. Mary Ella shared the October counts required by the Archdiocese. 
1. The counts over the last few years have gone down, but not drastically. 

v. Governance Model 
1. Listing of the ministries in the WSC quadrant was handed out to members. 
2. Mary Ella will ask the ministry leaders to fill out Maps before the luncheon in January. She 

found it useful last year. 
vi. Liturgical Ministers Process 

1. Mary Ella and Fr. Riehle will be meeting with ministry captains and some ministers to get 
feedback on the new processes. 

2. Several WSC members raised some concern about the perfume and cologne some EMHC 
have been wearing. 

vii. Mary Ella, Lisa & Paula will be meeting on the Blessings Calendar. 
viii. Mary Ella is working on a new process for baptisms. 
ix. May be looking for a new Arts & Environments coordinator. 
x. The second collections required by the Archdiocese will be fulfilled by a basket placed in front of 

the baptismal font as you enter church instead of passing the baskets a second time. There is not 
enough time to pass the baskets a second time and the placing of a basket inside the main doors 
to the church will fulfill the requirement from the Archdiocese. 

xi. There are new bells, which were donated, at the back of church to be rung at the start of Mass 
when there is no cantor present. The bells will be used primarily at the start of weekday Masses. 

xii. Mass intentions are now being read during the Universal Prayer. 
xiii. Communion to the homebound and sick 

1. Starting early next year the Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion will come forward to 
receive a blessing and then be sent out from Mass with Holy Communion to the 
homebound and sick. 

xiv. A reminder from Mary Ella that as WSC members our words and actions carry more weight. 
1. WSC members represent the Church so must present the teaching of the Church and not 

any personal opinions that might be contrary to Church teaching.  
 

I. Closing Prayer and reflection 
A. What have we done tonight to bring us closer to Christ? 

i. Our Prayers. 
ii. Helping Mary Ella and Fr. Jim. 
iii. Keeping in mind that putting our trust in God and He will provide. 
iv. Mary Ella feels like a defender of the beauty and sacredness of the worship space. People should 

know that the sacred space is outside their everyday life. 
B. Closing Prayer - Warren 

 
II. Meeting adjourned at 9:02 PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


